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The Danish animation studio JA Film presents the new animated short film:

DOWN THE ROAD

Down the Road is a fifteen-minute animated psychological thriller. Driving home late one evening, Reverend Henry picks up a hitchhiker. The incident seems random, but the mysterious passenger claims to possess psychic powers and discloses a surprising knowledge of the Henry´s innermost thoughts and secrets.
Recognition

Down the Road was first presented at the Danish premiere in May 2007 and then for the European audience at the French well-respected Annecy Animation Festival in June 2007, where it was selected for the official competition program. In August 2007 Down the Road was in competition at the Odense Film Festival in Denmark, in September 2007 at the Nordisk Panorama 5 Cities Film Festival in Finland and in November the film is going to be in competition at Bradford Animation Festival in England. Furthermore Down the Road has been shown at Edinburgh Film Festival, Moscow Film Festival and Ottawa International Film Festival in Canada. The film is submitted to several other international film festivals around the world.
Background

Down the Road is the product of a longstanding desire to utilize the independent fiction skills and capacities at JA Film, Denmark. It is based on a short story by Rune Christensen and Anders Berthelsen. It is directed by Rune Christensen and produced at JA Film by producer Kirstine Dollerup and executive producer Anders Berthelsen - with support from the Danish film- and animation industry.
In terms of visuals and narrative structure, Down the Road draws on stylistic and dark comics, such as Frank Miller’s Sin City from the early 1990s, as well as horror director John Carpenter’s work from the 1970s and 1980s. The style is simple, effective and full of contrasts. The score, by Aarhus-based composer Hans Hansen, is also inspired by John Carpenter, who composed scores for several of his own movies, including The Thing (1982).

About JA Film
JA Film specializes in animations, after-effects and graphic design. The company was founded in 2001 and is based in Aarhus, Denmark. JA Film is owned by Anders Berthelsen and Rune Christensen, who come from backgrounds in animations and advertising respectively. The company produces everything from commercials and infomercials to music videos, short films, 3D effects, storyboards, character design and motion graphics for feature films and documentary series. 
JA Film has produced several short films, including Birgers Fødselsdag (Birger’s Birthday) by Jannik B. Pedersen, as well as the music videos This Is Not An End and Dumsmart Rumfart. In January 2007, JA Film completed work on yet another short film, What’s the Big Idea? – A humorous journey through the history of philosophy and ideas, from the Big Bang to Jules Verne, Descartes, Einstein and future technologies. 
The company strives to develop its work with fiction films and documentaries even further and has recently been handpicked with the creative documentary The Berlin Incident to participate in a European collaboration on the co-production of documentaries along with eleven other projects from all over the continent. The Berlin Incident is set to start production in the spring 2008.
About the director

Rune Christensen (b.1972)

Co-owner, JA Film

Completed training as a commercial artist in 1989. Director, concept artist, animator, actor, musician and writer at JA Film since 2001. Prior to this, he worked as a concept developer at computer game developers Pixeleers. Has recently released a CD with the band Robert Green.

About the producers

Kirstine Dollerup (b.1978)

Producer and project manager, JA Film

MA in Music and Media Studies. Producer and project manager at JA Film since 2004. Former editor of the departmental magazine MuSuiten and current member of the editorial staff at movie magazine 16:9. 
Anders Berthelsen (b.1974)

Co-owner, JA Film

Educated at the animation school in Viborg. Day-to-day manager, concept developer, director and animator at JA Film since 2001. Former puppet animator at Imagination Productions in Copenhagen and workshop leader at puppet animation courses at The Animation Workshop in Viborg. In 1999 and 2000 FX animator on Hjælp, jeg er en fisk (Help, I’m a Fish) at A-Film, Copenhagen.

Facts about Down the Road
Format: 16:9

Language: English

Colour: B/W

Sound: Stereo

Down the Road is available on DVC pro HD master, HD CAM master, Beta SP master (Pal), Digi Beta master and DVD.

Credits

Directed by:

Rune Christensen

Story by:

Anders Berthelsen & Rune Christensen

Screenplay:

Rune Christensen & Palle Schmidt

Actors:

Henry: Mark White

Hitchhiker: Peter Glaser

Lucy: Kirstine Dollerup

Animation:

Rune Christensen

Torben Jakobsen

Anders Berthelsen

Trausti Skulason

Special guest animators:

Kenneth Boris

Mads Jakobsen

Mads Johansen

Christyan Lundblad

Rasmus Møller

Margit Rosenaa

Character design:

Anton Hannibal & Rune Christensen

3D modelling:

Trausti Skulason

Backgrounds & composit:

Rune Christensen

Music:

Hans Hansen

Sound FX and mix

Brian Dyrby

Producer:

Kirstine Dollerup

Executive producer:

Anders Berthelsen

Special thanks:

Ian Burns

Ellen Riis

Lars Alsing, Airplay 

Søren Bendz, Soundmill 

Down The Road was produced with support from

Den Vestdanske Filmpulje, Denmark
The Animation Workshop, Denmark
ANIS, Denmark
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